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Article 16
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c Medical Societ y, a physician
e methadone maintena nce for the
11 rol of heroin addiction would
~ll'lll to have the ethics and professional competence of a chiropractor,
and to the Society, the phrase
"Methadone Cline" might be considered one never to be used in mixed
company. Yet , when the physician
member goes to New York State, the
New York State Medical Society
co nsiders methadone maintenance
therapy ethical . and exemplary service
for the welfare of the community, and
the State of New York fi nances his
methadone clinic. The parent medical
association. the American Medical
Association, has been aware of this
diverge nce of opinion among its
component societies regarding methadone therapy for two years, and
probably also aware of the advantages
of methadone therapy in the coni rol
of heroin addiction. It has been aware
for two years that possibly the

adamant ignorance of the Board of
Directors of component societies has
suppressed methadone therapy in
certai n sections of the United States.
thereby unnecessarily destroying
tho u sands of American families.
sending thousands of sick Amerian
citizens to penal instilutions unnecessarily, and imperiled the existence of
our nation condoning the expansion of
heroin addiction in the absence of
me thado ne programs. Physician
members of the AMA who are also
members of component societies outlawing methadone therapy have, on
occasions. foll owed their conscience
rather than the dictates of boards of
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